


Farmers intimately experience the 
effects of climate change and are well 
poised to be leaders in helping us reach 
our climate goals. I’m supporting 
growers in their efforts to produce our 
food in a sustainable and profitable way, 
producing healthy and traceable food 
for all of us.”
RACHEL RAYMOND, HBS MBA 2014
Chief Operating Officer, Indigo Ag



Compared to companies’ efforts to green 
their own operations, corporate political 
actions—like lobbying or campaign 
funding—can have a vastly greater 
influence on environmental protection, 
and arguably represent the greatest 
impact a company can have on protecting 
(or harming) the environment.” 

MICHAEL TOFFEL, BEI Faculty Chair and Professor, 
Harvard Business School (R) and AUDEN SCHENDLER, 
VP of Sustainability, Aspen Skiing Company



I’m committed to slowing climate change by 
paving the way for a cleaner energy future. 
After HBS I joined Michael Skelly at Clean Line 
Energy and developed a 700-mile transmission 
line to connect 4 gigawatts of wind power to 
market. Today, I am opening new markets for 
solar power.” 
DIANA RIVERA, HBS MBA 2010
Director of Development, Merit SI

Pictured here with  MICHAEL SKELLY, HBS MBA 1991
Former Principal, Clean Line Energy Partners



Addressing climate change is one of the most critical 
challenges we face as a global community and will 
require us to muster all the vision, creativity, and effort 
we can across technology, finance, and policy.  Yet 
this is also one of the biggest opportunities and one 
where I’m committed to help by investing and growing 
companies that can help us transition to a cleaner 
and more sustainable future.”

RICK NEEDHAM, HBS MBA 2002
Partner, Energy Sector Lead, TPG / The Rise Fund



I’m promoting climate-sensitive and resilient 
agricultural practices and equipping African 
farmers with the information, tools, inputs, 
and innovations to thrive.”
NDIDI NWUNELI, HBS MBA 1999
Managing Partner, Sahel Consulting Agriculture & Nutrition



With 80% of sewage globally being 
discharged directly into waterways and 
ultimately ending up in the atmosphere as 
CO2 or methane, private companies can 
address our climate and water crises by 
stepping in where governments, with their 
strained balance sheets, are not.”
OMAR ABOU-SAYED, HBS MBA 2004
CEO, Advantek Waste Management Services 



I believe urgently transitioning to clean, green 
energy is essential to addressing the climate 
crisis. In the City of Newton, we made an 
important step to this goal by switching our 
electric supply for residences and businesses 
to a supplier that is sourcing the equivalent of 
60% of its electricity from local, renewable 
sources.”

RUTHANNE FULLER, HBS MBA 1983
Mayor, City of Newton



A new generation of courageous, creative, 
and conscious leaders are needed to address 
the challenges of climate change. 
HBS is the ideal place to help develop 
this next wave of global leaders, 
and I am excited and proud to be part 
of this vital movement!”
JIM MATHESON
Senior Lecturer, Harvard Business School



I’m helping to lead the largest utility in 
Washington State on its journey to 100% 
clean electricity. This requires not only 
dramatically accelerating clean energy 
development and adopting new business 
models, but also reinventing deeply 
engrained business processes and 
culture.”
MOLLY MIDDAUGH, HBS MBA 2018
Product Development Manager, Puget Sound Energy



I’m committed to slowing climate change 
by commercializing clean technologies. 
At Athena Cleantech, we are helping 
companies minimize their carbon 
footprint while creating an ecosystem for 
sustainable technologies to scale rapidly.”

PRASHANT PUNDRIK, PLDA 9
Director, Athena Cleantech Pte. Ltd.



Every private sector leader should be 
advocating for effective climate policy, and 
yet many do not. I decided to teach 
Reimagining Capitalism in part to explore that 
conundrum with my students – and to learn 
what would persuade business leaders to 
support what is clearly in their interest.” 

REBECCA HENDERSON, HBS MBA 1985 
Professor, Harvard Business School



If storms worsen, seas rise, and fires and 
drought increase, society (and businesses and 
investors) will need to figure out which assets to 
harden and defend, which to abandon, and which 
to prepare to rebuild after events. I’m interested 
in how we can cost justify and mobilize 
investments in real property - and address the 
human vulnerabilities as well.”
JOHN MACOMBER, HBS MBA 1983
Senior Lecturer, Harvard Business School



Climate change is one of the biggest, if 
not the biggest, challenges facing my 
generation. Shared, electric, autonomous 
vehicles will enable urban areas to 
become more sustainable and more 
livable by providing a better alternative 
for first and last mile transportation.”

STEPHANIE WU, HBS MBA 2017
Head of Product, Optimus Ride



I'm committed to slowing climate change 
by helping businesses and governments 
consume and dispose of resources 
responsibly through better supply chain 
design and waste management. I’ll be 
looking for that sweet spot of low 
emissions and financial sustainability."

LISA YAO, HBS MBA 2021
HBS Student Sustainability Associate and Advisor to BEI



The most effective way to address the 
climate crisis is with national legislation that 
would impose a significant fee on carbon 
where it enters the market. Only by pricing 
in external costs can we eliminate existing 
subsidies to fossil fuel use and shift to a 
clean energy economy.”
WILLIAM EACHO, HBS MBA 1979 (L)

Co-Founder, Partnership for Responsible Growth

Pictured here with WALT MINNICK, HBS MBA 1966 (R)



I’m developing new financing solutions that 
make it more affordable for people to use 
renewable energy (as we did at 
SunEdison) and working with 
entrepreneurs across the clean energy 
industry to scale their businesses.” 

CLAIRE BROIDO JOHNSON, HBS MBA 2002
CEO, CBJ Energy



Everyone deserves access to clean, 
quiet transportation. At Proterra, we are 
designing and manufacturing zero-
emission buses that abandon fossil 
fuels, improve environmental quality, 
and reduce operating costs.” 

RYAN POPPLE, HBS MBA 2006
President and CEO, Proterra



I’m focused on creating a sustainable 
future in which the private sector wields its 
influence to encourage a higher 
penetration of renewables on the grid –
both because of environmental 
stewardship and sound economics.”
TAYLOR LEYDEN, HBS MBA 2020



I’m slowing climate change by 
harnessing the power of financial 
institutions to make a positive impact 
through directing investment and 
lending to companies who are part 
of the solution.”
GINA HALL, HBS MBA 1986
Investment Director, The Carbon Trust



The climate crisis presents challenges to 
every sector in our economy. My HBS 
education has helped me to recognize how 
those challenges can create opportunities 
for innovation and transformation. I’m 
excited to re-enter the working world with 
both the skills and drive required to start 
solving those problems.” 

ALEX EIDSON, HBS MBA 2020



Our mission is to make it easy for people to 
make the environmentally responsible choice 
in the products they buy and consume by 
offering plastic-free alternatives. We want to 
empower everyone to tackle climate change 
through these types of easy and simple 
changes that can add up to a monumental 
impact.”
GINA PAK, HBS MBA 2015
Founding Member / Marketing, Blueland



Farmers and agricultural lands are a 
particularly hopeful opportunity to bend the arc 
of climate change while restoring resiliency to 
farms and farmers. Slowing climate change 
requires innovating to harness photosynthesis.  
Plants naturally remove carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere, and only plants are 
affordable, immediate, and scalable to the   
size of the problem.”
DAVID PERRY, HBS MBA 1997
CEO, Indigo Ag



A combination of political courage, 
technological innovation, and cross-sector 
collaboration is necessary to address 
climate change. If we can put an astronaut 
on the Moon and explore other worlds, we 
surely can protect the one planet we call 
home.” 

CARTER ROBERTS, HBS MBA 1988
President & CEO, World Wildlife Fund



Changing the way we eat is necessary to 
address climate change. A whole-food, plant-
based diet is better for us and for our planet.” 

DANIELLE AMIRAULT, HBS MBA 2020
Co-President, Food, Agriculture, & Water Club



Investing in clean energy solutions is 
necessary to address climate 
change. Deploying renewable energy 
globally will allow the world to increase 
energy access, create new jobs, and 
transition to a more sustainable economy 
for current and future generations.” 

MOSES ESEMA, HBS MBA 2014
Vice President, Renewable Energy Finance, Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch



At Harvard we are creating solutions across 
disciplines that can result in a healthier, 
thriving, and more just world. The 
University’s fossil fuel-free (2050) and fossil 
fuel-neutral (2026) goals aim to help others 
address climate change as we seek to use 
our campus as a testbed to collaboratively 
achieve what the science tells us we must—
zero emissions by 2050.” 
HEATHER HENRIKSEN
Managing Director, Harvard Office for Sustainability 



While climate change is a critical challenge, 
it also offers an opportunity to eat tastier 
food! I quit my job to start Clover in 2008 
because I wanted my daughter to grow up in 
a better world. Global warming is an urgent 
situation that requires dramatic and 
immediate action.” 

AYR MUIR, HBS MBA 2004 
Founder, CEO, Clover Food Lab



The fastest way to decarbonize the U.S. 
power grid requires a holistic approach. I 
am committed to mitigating climate change 
by investing capital into all of the 
components that will be necessary to 
support changing grid operations as we 
integrate large quantities of intermittent 
renewable resources (renewable energy, 
high response units, energy storage, IT 
solutions, and energy efficiency).”

SARAH WRIGHT, HBS MBA 1997
Partner, Hull Street Energy, Hull Street Group



Given the urgency required to reduce emissions 
and the political realities faced in doing so, 
private investors–not governments—will need to 
be the key financiers of controversial, yet 
potentially breakthrough, early-stage advanced 
nuclear power and geoengineering ventures.”
JOSEPH LASSITER
Senator John Heinz Professor of Management Practice in 
Environmental Management, Retired, Harvard Business School



I’m committed to solving climate change 
by setting high environmental, social, 
and governance (ESG) standards in 
farmland management and investing in 
regenerative agriculture.” 

DAVID CHAN, HBS MBA 2018
Chief Operating Officer & Co-Founder, FarmTogether



The technologies necessary to move the 
needle on climate change exist today but need 
help being brought to market. At Pattern Ag, 
we are harnessing innovations in genetic 
sequencing to help farmers improve their soil 
health and in turn, improve the productivity 
and profitability of their acres.” 

KATIE HSIA-KIUNG, HBS MBA 2019
Head of Strategy and Business Operations, Pattern Ag



We produce carbon black from end-of-life tires 
for the tire, rubber, and paint industries. With 
our breakthrough technologies we preserve 
valuable raw materials and dramatically reduce 
CO2 emissions and pollution.”

MARTIJN CARDOZO, HBS MBA 2000
Member Supervisory Board, Circle Economy



Ennuity Holdings encourages consumers to 
invest in green by dramatically simplifying the 
financial value proposition: in return for their 
investment, consumers are guaranteed long-
term financial independence from the power 
grid. By getting energy consumers personally 
involved in and committed to renewable 
energy and efficiency, we unlock greater 
opportunity for next generation climate 
solutions to come to market.”
NISHA DESAI, HBS MBA 1997
Founder & CEO, Ennuity Holdings



Carbon-pricing – either carbon taxes or 
carbon cap-and-trade – will be necessary in 
many countries, including the United States, 
to bring about meaningful reductions in 
emissions.”
ROBERT STAVINS
A.J. Meyer Professor of Energy & Economic Development, 
John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University



Climate change offers an opportunity for us to step 
up to the challenge by bringing out the best in all of 
us: the capacity to solve large-scale problems with 
innovation, entrepreneurship, persistence, and 
empathy. At Cambridge Associates, we are helping 
institutional investors navigate climate risk while 
funding innovative and scalable market-driven 
solutions to climate change.” 

LIQIAN MA, HBS MBA 2011
Head of Impact Investing Research, Cambridge Associates



I’m committed to solving climate change by 
redesigning the electrical grid and implementing 
sustainable and resilient solutions that include not 
only existing renewable resources like wind and 
solar, but also new technologies still being 
developed.”

NORA HENNINGS, HBS MBA 2016
Senior Manager, Strategy & Business Development 
Distributed Generation, NextEra Energy Resources



Climate change will transform transportation.  
It creates opportunities for innovations that 
will make our cities more economically 
vibrant and livable, replacing automobile 
trips with walking and a multitude of biking, 
transit, and micromobility options.”

CHRIS DEMPSEY, HBS MBA 2012
Director, Transportation for Massachusetts



As a portfolio manager, I am committed to offering 
clients an opportunity to invest in companies 
that are reducing their carbon emissions 
and developing products and services 
that deliver energy in ways that 
are less damaging to the environment.”

VALERIE GRANT, HBS MBA 1994
Senior Vice President - Senior Portfolio Manager, 
AllianceBernstein



I'm addressing climate change by helping 
transform energy from a dirty, brittle, 
commoditized industry to one that is clean, 
resilient, and consumer-centric through the 
application of data science and behavioral 
economics, optimizing the system assets 
and operations across the electric meter.” 

TANUJ DEORA, HBS MBA 2006
Vice President, Market Development and Regulatory Affairs, Uplight



While climate change is a critical 
challenge, it also offers an opportunity to 
make a 15% IRR by cutting your home’s 
carbon footprint to zero. I have done it.” 

DAVID GREEN, HBS MBA 1991
Founder & CEO, Zero Carbon



I'm committed to slowing climate change 
by creating almost-carbon-neutral 
transportation fuels, on a commercial 
scale, by 2025 by partnering our startup, 
Synthetic Genomics, with Exxon.” 

JUAN ENRIQUEZ, HBS MBA 1986
Managing Director, Excel Venture Management



Here in Massachusetts, the Department of 
Energy Resources’ mission is to create a clean, 
affordable, and resilient energy future by 
developing a balanced and diversified energy 
portfolio that aligns with our greenhouse gas 
reduction commitments. The portfolio includes 
solar, off-shore wind, hydropower, emerging 
technologies such as energy storage, and our 
nation-leading energy efficiency programs.”
JUDITH FLETCHER JUDSON, HBS MBA 2000
Commissioner, Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources



Climate change is one of the greatest 
challenges my generation will face and I 
am determined to pursue a career in 
business that makes a meaningful 
impact combating it.”

TREVOR HILL, HBS MBA 2020
Co-President, Energy & Environment Club



In an era of climate change, one of the 
greatest challenges of sustainable 
urbanization is managing the efficiency of 
water systems. At Orbia, we are striving to 
make cities more resilient. For example, Cape 
Town in South Africa has embraced our 
solutions to reduce water wastage in a city 
that is facing severe water shortages.” 

JUAN PABLO DEL VALLE, HBS MBA 2001 
Chairman of the Board, Orbia



Our goal is to provide our corporate clients in 
Brazil with cost efficient low carbon energy 
solutions. Ecometano has pioneered the 
upgrading of high BTU biogas from landfills 
and other biomass to energy solutions in the 
Brazilian agricultural sector.”
MANUELA KAYATH, OPM 2020
Partner, Ecometano/MDCPAR



In order to address climate change we need 
more disruptive business leaders that recognize 
shareholder value is irrelevant if the planet 
cannot be sustained long enough to realize 
financial gains. Every day, I rely on HBS 
frameworks for analysis and disruption 
toward the pursuit of transitioning the 
world to sustainable energy.”

ALTERRELL MILLS, HBS MBA 2016
Regional Service Manager (Mobile Operations), Tesla



I’m building a novel accountability platform, 
called ASAP.earth, that will give millions of 
people around the world a way to act more 
effectively on climate change, not by reducing 
their personal carbon footprint but by 
activating their collective power.”
DAN ABBASI, HBS MBA 1998
Chief Executive Officer, ASAP.Earth;
Managing Director, GameChange Capital



Being part of the collective effort 
to reduce and mitigate the adverse 
consequences of climate change 
motivates me to keep working harder 
every day.”
ALLA JEZMIR, HBS MBA 2013
Managing Director, Energy, CCM Group



Access to energy is a fundamental human 
right, and we must produce that energy 
in a way that preserves the environment 
for future generations. Commonwealth 
Fusion Systems is developing fusion 
power plants that will deliver abundant, 
low cost, clean energy for everyone.”
STEPHEN RENTER, HBS MBA 2013 (L)
Chief Operating Officer, Commonwealth Fusion Systems
Pictured here with RAVIRAJ JAIN, HBS MBA 2013 (R)



Scalable business in coordination with 
robust policies are necessary to address 
the global challenges posed by climate 
change. I’m dedicated to building and 
supporting sustainable business models 
that enable society to prosper today and 
in the future.”

NATHAN NEMON, HBS MBA 2020



The technology exists today to cost 
effectively transform the electricity 
sector to clean, reliable power. The 
challenge is organizing to efficiently 
implement the transition.

KATE WATTSON WAGLE, HBS MBA 2009
Director of Development, Solar at Ameresco
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