Abstract
In this paper, | propose and examine a specific means by which firm R&D experience
may be helping firms to improve their current-technology products: Firms that conduct
future-technology R&D may be better at adapting components from related future
technologies for use in their current-technology products. | use patent data to test
whether automobile carburetor suppliers with higher levels of future-technology R&D
activity are better at adapting components from related future technologies for use in
carburetors.



1. Introduction

Scholars have long recognized that firms may receive certain benefits from inventing and
working with future technologies. Quite apart from the direct benefits firms gain from
experience with future technologies, such as moving down learning curves more quickly
than competitors and creating temporary monopolies, stands a class of indirect benefits to
firm competitiveness. For instance, Baldwin (1962) shows that firms with their own
Research and Development (R&D) functions are better able to make use of related
outside research. Rosenberg (1970) makes a similar point about the international transfer
of technology. Cohen and Levinthal base their “Absorptive Capacity” theory on these
ideas, examining the cognitive and organizational mechanisms underlying absorptive
capacity, concluding that a firm’s *“ability to evaluate and utilize outside knowledge is
largely a function of the level of prior related knowledge” (1990). Little attention has
been devoted, however, to the exploration of how technologies benefit from a firm’s
“prior related knowledge.” In other words, if we focus our attention on a specific product
or technology, how does a firm’s absorptive capacity improve that product or
technology? In this paper, | propose and examine a specific means by which firm
absorptive capacity may be helping firms to improve their current-technology products:
Firms that gain experience working with future technologies may be better at adapting
components from related future technologies for use in their current-technology products.
The focus in this paper is on the adaptation of a component of a “radical innovation”
technology for use in a current-technology product. I use the terms “future technology”
and “next-generation” in this paper to refer to a “radical innovation” replacement for the
current-technology product.

The question of whether experience inventing and working with future
technologies helps firms’ current products is part of the larger question of whether firms
can appropriate the returns from this inventive activity. The intellectual property (IP)

generated by inventive activity may be difficult to protect for a number of reasons. For

example, competitors may be able to copy much of a new technology while “inventing

around” patent-protected portions of the technology. Also, some types of intellectual

property are more difficult to protect—in most cases, product innovations are more open

to examination by competitors than are process innovations. Much of the difficulty of



appropriating returns from inventive activity is a result of “free-riding” by other firms,
which presumably affects firm future technology investment decisions.*

I use patent data from (Hall et al. 2001) to test whether firms with higher levels
of future-technology experience activity are better at adapting components from related
future technologies for use in current generation products. | find that when firms have
more experience working with a future technology, they are better at adapting
components from related future technologies for use in current generation technology
products. This finding holds both within individual firms over time and in comparisons
between firms. | also find that when firms have more experience working with a future
technology, they are more likely to adapt components from related future technologies
for use in current generation technology products. Finally, I find preliminary evidence

that suggests that those future-technology invention activities must be sufficiently closely

related to the current-technology product for them to have an effect on the current-

technology product’s absorption of the component from the future technology.

This paper proceeds as follows. Section 2 is a discussion of the literature and
theory. Section 3 provides background on automobile carburetors, and Section 4
describes the data. Estimation and identification are discussed in Section 5, empirical

results are presented in Section 6, and Section 7 concludes.

2 Literature Review and Theoretical Discussion

Firms that gain experience with future technologies and that conduct R&D seem to be
better at recognizing and exploiting innovations originating outside the firm. Baldwin
(1962), Tilton (1971), and Mowery (1983) show that firms that conduct R&D are better
able to make use of related outside research. Rosenberg (1970) and Teece (1977) make
similar points about the international transfer of technology. Others have proposed that
absorptive capacity may be developed by participating in activities other than R&D.
Abernathy (1978) and Rosenberg (1982) suggest that manufacturing experience can
improve a firm’s ability to utilize outside innovations related to the products it

manufactures. The “Absorptive Capacity” theory advanced by Cohen and Levinthal

! The free-rider problem serves as one of the principal motivations for the public financing of R&D.



similarly proposes that a firm’s “prior knowledge permits the assimilation and
exploitation of new knowledge” (1990). Cohen and Levinthal’s discussion of absorptive
capacity focuses on the cognitive and organizational mechanisms underlying absorptive
capacity. They say that individuals’ ability to understand and exploit new and unfamiliar
technologies may be improved by the experience gained from working with new (and,
implicitly, related) technologies. Organizations may also benefit from prior experience
with new, related technologies, because experience builds innovation-friendly structures
and norms within organizations, making it more likely that they will be able to exploit
new technologies in the future. Cohen and Levinthal (1994) subsequently offer a formal
model of absorptive capacity which predicts that absorptive capacity will benefit firms
not only in their ability to exploit new technologies, but also in their ability to assess
more accurately the value of new, related technologies invented by others.

Though the behavioral and organizational mechanisms by which firms
accumulate absorptive capacity are well understood, there have been relatively few
empirical studies of how experience working with future technologies actually improves
a firm’s products. In other words, although it is clear that people and organizations gain
experience from working with new technologies, the process by which the fruits of
“exploring” activities come to be “exploited,” are not clearly understood. One exception
is Hatch and Mowery (1998), which identifies specific mechanisms responsible for
improvement in production technologies.

In this paper, | examine the transfer of components from future technologies to
current ones. | focus on the question of whether a firm’s experience with future

technologies affects the efficiency with which it adapts future-technology-derived

components for use in current-technology products. The component nature of
technologies is key to this argument. One stream of literature devoted to modularity in

technological innovation has examined how component technologies interact and how
they affect firm performance (Baldwin and Clark 2000). Alwyn Young (1993) proposes

a model of endogenous innovation in which final goods improve as the intermediate

goods of which they are composed improve. The idea of “blending” new and old

technologies to obtain some final product with desirable efficiency properties appears in



the economic development literature, too (1988). Christensen (1997) mentions the
hybridization of old and new technologies, as does Foster (1986).

In Snow (2006), | find that current-technology carburetors from automobile firms
that “make” their own future technology products (Electronic Fuel Injection) improve
more rapidly after the introduction of the new technology. That result seems to support
the notion that firms’ current-technology products benefit from future-technology R&D,
but it is not an explicit test of that hypothesis. In that work, I did not observe firms’
inventive activities, but rather I used their future product mix to impute their current
inventive activity, and the methodology focused on changes over time in carburetor
technology and mileage rather than on absolute carburetor performance levels.
Furthermore, | was able to identify only two carburetor manufacturers for the empirical
tests in that paper.

In this paper, | propose the existence of a type of technological improvement that
may result from increased absorptive capacity. Although I do not focus on the means by
which absorptive capacity is accumulated within firms, one can imagine at least two
means by which experience working with future technologies could lead to the
technology transfers under examination here. First, engineers and scientists who work to
develop future technologies learn about the possibilities and limitations of the future
technologies. They therefore become better prepared to recognize areas in which
components of those new technologies may be adapted for use in current-technology
products. Not only do they become better at recognizing opportunities, but they also
become better at adapting those components for use in current-technology products.

A second example is an organizational one: A firm that invents future
technologies develops structures and processes by which to translate inventions into
usable products. This may take the form of periodic transfers of personnel between R&D
functions more closely related to current products, or it may take the form of formal
organizational liaison between R&D and product development. In any case, firm
resources related to current-technology products are brought into contact with firm
resources related to future-technology products, thereby making recognition and transfer

of technologies more likely and more effective. Again, the focus of this paper is not the

cognitive and organizational mechanisms by which absorptive capacity is built. Rather,



from the level of patenting activity associated with a 1985 Ford Mustang’s Holley
carburetor.

Product development lead times in the automobile industry are measured in years.
Development on an entirely new car may begin seven years before the car is offered to

the public. Minor updates may take as little as one year to complete. To account for
these long lead times, | assume that the firm inventive activity associated with an
individual carburetor takes place in the five years leading up to its availability to the
market. So, for instance, the measure of inventive activity for a 1983 Mazda GLC’s
Hitachi carburetor takes into account patents applied for by (and subsequently granted to)
Hitachi from 1978 until 1983. The length of this lead time is limited (that is, | do not
include all previous inventive activity) because the “shelf life” of inventive activity is
limited. Patents are only included if they were eventually granted by the US Patent and
Trademark Office. | use the patent’s application date rather than the alternative—the
patent’s grant date—because the patent’s grant date reflects not only the firm’s inventive
activity, but also factors at work within the USPTO that may not be related to the firm’s
inventive activity.

To address the criticism that patents are of heterogeneous quality, | construct a
measure of each patent’s importance, and then weight the patent according to that
measure. The measure is the number of times a given patent is cited by other patents
applied for (and subsequently granted) in the five years following its application date.
The level of inventive activity for an individual carburetor firm j in a given year t is
45
Patentsjt = [1(pat k app for in t-s) (count of cites of pat k in t-s+r )] s=0 kr=1
This measure is calculated for each firm in three patent categories: EFI, carburetors, and

semiconductors. The patent measures are summarized by carburetor firm in Table 3.°

5.2  Hypotheses

® For EFI, the IPC category is FO2M 51. For carburetors, the IPC categories are FO2M 1, FO2M 2, FO2M 3,
FO02M 4, FO2M 5, FO2M 6, FO2M 7, FO2M 8, FO2M 9, FO2M 10, FO2M 11, FO2M 12, FO2M 13, FO2M 14,
FO2M 15, FO2M 16, FO2M 17, FO2M 18, and FO2M 19. For semiconductors, the IPC categories are HO1L
andHO5K.
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I empirically test two hypotheses related to the question of whether absorptive capacity
leads to transfers from next-generation technologies to current-generation-technology
products. | propose a third hypothesis and present preliminary empirical results that
represent a partial test of that hypothesis. First, | predict that firms with more EFl-related
inventive activity experience will be better at adapting EFI-derived FFS electronics for
use in carburetors. Second, | predict that firms with more EFI-related R&D experience

will be more likely to transfer EFI-derived FFS electronics to carburetors. Finally, |

suggest that the effects of future-technology-related experience may be limited to
technologies sufficiently related to current-technology product to which the components

are being adapted.

6 Results

The results in this section are organized according to the hypotheses in this paper.

6.1 Inventive Activity’s Effect on the Transfer of FFS from EFI to Carbu-retors
Here, | ask whether an increase in prior EFI-related inventive activity increases the
impact of EFI-derived technology when it is adapted for use on carburetors. | answer the

question by estimating the effect of EFl-and carburetor-related patent measures on a car
model’s fuel efficiency (MPG). I interact those patent measures with FFS to determine

whether the patent measure on has a different impact on FFS-equipped carburetors. The

basic specification with which | test this hypothesis is an OLS regression

MPGi = ol + B1(FFS)i

+B2(EFIPatents)i + B3(FFS*EFIPatents)i

+B4(CarbPatents)i + B5(FFS*CarbPatents)i

+B6(ModelYear)i + B7(FFS*ModelYear)i

+B8(Tons)i + BI(FFS*Tons)i

+B10(EngineL.iter)i + B11(FFS*EngineL.iter)i +p12(AutoTrans)i + B13(FFS*AutoTrans)i
+B14(Horsepower)i + B15(FFS*Horsepower)i + i

1)

in which the fuel economy MPG of car model i, defined as the cross product of a make,

model, model year, engine, and transmission, is regressed on attributes of the car model
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and of the carburetor with which it is equipped. These attributes include the car model’s
carburetor’s manufacturer’s citation-weighted count of EFI patents in the five years
leading up to the car’s production EFIPatents, the interaction between that patent count
and the presence of the EFI-derived FFS technology EFIPatents*FFS, a similar measure
of carburetor patenting CarburetorPatents and its interaction with FFS,
CarburetorPatents*FFS, the car model’s year of manufacture ModelYear, and the
interaction between that year and the presence of the EFI-derived FFS technology
ModelYear*FFS. | also include variables measuring the car model’s weight Tons, engine

size EngineL.iter, transmission AutoTrans, and power output Horsepower.
The hypothesis predicts that the coefficient estimate on EFIPatents*FFS will be
positive, indicating that EFI-related inventive activity improves the efficacy with which

the EFI-derived technology, FFS, is applied to carburetors.
The results (see regression 1 in Table 4) show that when EFI-derived FFS

electronics are adapted to carburetors by firms with more EFI-related inventive activity
expe-rience, FFS has a larger impact on carburetor fuel efficiency. Specifically, higher
levels of EFI patenting activity increase the impact of FFS on carburetor fuel
efficiency—about .01 Miles Per Gallon (B3 = .01) for each additional carburetor patent
citation received. EFI patenting activity, however, as estimated by the coefficient on
EFIPatents, does not have a statistically significant effect on a carburetor’s fuel
efficiency.

Interestingly, higher levels of carburetor-related inventive activity experience are
associated with higher fuel efficiency, about .01 Miles Per Gallon for each additional
carburetor patent citation received, but carburetor patenting is not associated with any
change in the efficacy with which FFS technology is applied to carburetors—the estimate
of EFIPatents*FFS is not statistically significant. The estimates of the effects of
EFIPatents and of EFIPatents*FFS provide indirect evidence that the EFI patent results
are not driven by unobserved firm characteristics which could increase product efficiency
as well as likelihood to patent—variation in resources would have to affect EFI and

carburetor patenting in opposite ways. These results also suggest that future-technology-
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related inventive experience is important to the successful adaptation of future-
technology-derived components for use current-technology products.

The specification in regression 1 imposes a linear form on patenting’s effect on

carburetor MPG. It is possible, however, that the relationship is not linear. One might
suppose that firms have a finite ability to incorporate innovations, so that marginal
improvements to current product diminish as the number of patents increases.
Alternatively, one might suppose that there are scale economies associated with firm
inventive activity, and so we would expect that an increase in firm inventive experience
increases the marginal impact of additional inventive experience. To account for the
possibility that patenting experience does not have a linear relationship with MPG, the
regression

MPGi = ol + B1(FFS)i

+B2(EFIPatentsMedium)i + B3(FFS*EFIPatentsMedium)i

+B4(EFIPatentsHigh)i + B5(FFS*EFIPatentsHigh)i

+p6(CarbPatentsMedium)i + B7(FFS*CarbPatentsMedium)i

+p8(CarbPatentsHigh)i + B9(FFS*CarbPatentsHigh)i

+B10(ModelYear)i + p11(FFS*ModelYear)i

+B12(Tons)i + BL3(FFS*Tons)i

+B14(EngineLiter)i + B15(FFS*EngineL.iter)i

+B16(AutoTrans)i + B17(FFS*AutoTrans)i

+B18(Horsepower)i + B19(FFS*Horsepower)i + i

()

replaces the linear citation-weighted EFI patent terms in regression 1 with categorical
variables indicating Low (2884 carburetors associated with 0 to 33 citation-weighted EFI
patents), Medium (988 carburetors associated with 34 to 66 citation-weighted EFI
patents), and High (607 carburetors associated with 67-plus citation-weighted EFI
patents) patenting levels, with the “Low” patent category being omitted. The citation-
weighted carburetor patents terms are also separated into categories, with variables
indicating Low (2174 carburetors associated with 0 to 33 citation-weighted carburetor
patents), Medium (1465 carburetors associated with 34 to 66 citation-weighted carburetor
patents), and High (840 carburetors associated with 67-plus citation-weighted carburetor
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patents).” In similar fashion to regression 1, the patenting categories in regression 2 are
interacted with a dummy variable FFS indicating the presence of FFS electronics in the
carburetor of car model i. Similar to the expected outcome in regression 1, we expect
positive values for the coefficient estimates of FFS*EFIPatentsMedium and
FFS*EFIPatentsHigh, indicating that a firm’s ability to adapt FFS to carburetors
increases with its EFl-related inventive activity.

The results reported in regression 2 in Table 4 show that an increase in EFI
patenting activity has no impact on non-FFS-equipped carburetors’ MPG (the
coefficients on EFIPatentsMedium and EFIPatentsHigh are not significant). The impact
of EFl-related patenting on FFS-equipped carburetors is positive and significant, but only
at higher levels of patenting. The move from medium to high EFI patenting in FFS-
equipped carburetors yields a 1.8 MPG increase in the associated carburetor. As in
regression 1, higher levels of carburetor patenting activity are associated with higher
carburetor efficiency.

The specifications in regressions 1 and 2 exploit two sources of variation in
patenting activity—variation between firms and variation within firms over time. One
potential criticism of specifications 1 and 2 is that unobserved (to the researcher) firm
characteristics could be acting both on product performance and on patenting activity.
Such a condition could lead to incorrect estimates of the effect of patenting on carburetor
MPG. Furthermore, it seems likely that some carburetor firms are better at converting
inventive activity into product improvements. To account for this possibility, regression
3 in Table 4 includes carburetor firm fixed effects. It is otherwise identical to regression
2. The main change from regression 2 to regression 3.3 is that EFI-derived absorptive
capacity how has a statistically significant negative effect on the efficiency of old-
fashioned, non-FFS-equipped carburetors. In other words, EFI-derived absorptive
capacity is associated with better transfer of technology from EFI to carburetors, but EFI-

derived absorptive capacity has a negative association with old-fashioned, non-FFS-

" The citation-weighted EFI patent measure has a mean of 26.1, a max of 107, and a standard deviation of
31.3. The citation-weighted carburetor patent measure has a mean of 44.4, a max of 130, and a standard
deviation of 38.2. The results are not sensitive to different categorizations ranging from two categories
split at the mean to four categories evenly distributed from zero to the max. With more than four
categories, some estimates lose significance because of loss of degrees of freedom
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equipped carburetors. Conversely, carburetor-derived absorptive capacity has no
relationship with the transfer of FFS technology from EFI to carburetors, but it is

associated with improved efficiency of old-fashioned, non-FFS-equipped carburetors.
These results seem sensible: Firms are better at the things they spend time and resources
on. The key insight, how-ever, is that firms must have created absorptive capacity in the
next-generation-technology in order to effectively adapt next-generation technology for
use in current-generation-technology products.

A final potential criticism of the specifications in regressions 2, and 3.3 is that the
rate of improvement in adapting FFS electronics to carburetors probably was not constant
over time. The literature on technological “S”-curves suggests that technologies improve
slowly during infancy, improve more quickly during adolescence, and then improve
slowly again in old age. If this applies to the trajectory of FFS-equipped carburetor
improvement, then the ModelYear and Model Year*FFS variables, which measure annual
improvement in carburetor efficiency and in FFS-equipped carburetor efficiency
respectively, are biased. To address these concerns, regression 4 in Table 4 adds model
year fixed effects to the specification in regression 3.3. With this addition, effects of

patenting are exclusively identified within firms, and the results do not change
substantially.

Additional tests of these results are reported in regressions 3.5 through 3.8 in
Table 5. These regressions are identical to regressions 3.1 through 3.4 in Table 4, but
they are restricted to the population of car models containing FFS electronics to
demonstrate that the results in the previous regressions do not result from problems with
the FFS interaction specification.

The result in this show that The results do not substantially change. These results
show that when firms have more experience with EFI-related inventive activity, their
carburetors benefit more from the addition of EFI-related components. This is consistent
with the idea that firms’ current products may benefit from the addition of future-
technology-derived components when firms are better prepared to work with those

components—when they have developed absorptive capacity.
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6.2 Likelihood of FFS Transfer from EFI to Carburetors

In this section, | ask whether an increase in EFI-related patenting increases the
likelihood that a carburetor manufacturer will adapt EFI for use in carburetors. | answer
the question by estimating the likelihood that an individual car model will contain FFS
electronics, controlling for the relevant attributes of the car model. The base
specification (labeled regression 9 here to coincide with results in the tables) is a probit
Pr[FFS = 1]i = al + B1(EFIPatents)i
+B2(CarbPatents)i
+B3(ModelYear)i
+B4(Weight)i +p. . . (X)i+ i
(9)
in which the dependent variable is a dummy variable, FFS, indicating the presence of the
EFI-derived Feedback Fuel System electronics in car model i ’s carburetor. As
explanatory variables, I include citation-weighted counts of EFI patents EFIPatents and
of carburetor patents CarbPatents. Controls for the car model’s attributes include the
car’s weight Tons, engine size EngineL.iters, transmission type AutoTrans, and power
output Horsepower.

The results, reported in column 9 in Table 6 show that holding all else constant,

EFI-related inventive activity experience (EFIPatents) does not have a significant effect

(it is significant only at the 15% level) on likelihood of FFS use in a given car model.
Curiously, the point estimate is negative, opposite of what was predicted in hypothesis 1.
However, carburetor-related inventive activity experience (CarbPatents) does have a
significantly positive effect. These results are puzzling, and further exploration yields

information about the relationship between inventive activity experience and likelihood
to transfer next-generation technology to current-generation-technology products.
Following Trajtenberg (1990), who finds a non-linear relationship between level of
patenting and the value of patented inventions, | do not impose a linear form on the
absorptive capacity measures in the next regression. Instead, I include citation-weighted
patent counts after dividing them into discrete “Low,” “Medium,” and “High” categories.
Similarly, I divide car models into two categories based upon their date of manufacture—
1978 through 1985 and 1986 through 1992. Finally, to allow for the possibility that some
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firm types were more likely to convert EFI-related experience into FFS-equipped
carburetor use, | assign each car model to one of four groups based on attributes of the
car’s carburetor’s manufacturer.8 I adjust the standard errors for clustering on these
groups of company types.

Pr[FFS = 1]i = al + B1(EFIPatentsMedium)i

+B2(EFIPatentsHigh)i

+B3(CarbPatentsMedium)i

+B4(CarbPatentsHigh)i

+B5(YearRange86t092)i

+B6(Weight)i +p. . . (X)i+ i

(10)

This allows for EFl-and carburetor-related patenting to have nonlinear relationships with
the likelihood of FFS use. The results are reported in column 10 in Table 6. These show
that a carburetor associated with a medium level of EFI-related inventive activity is more
likely to be equipped with FFS than is a carburetor associated with a low level of EFI-
related inventive activity. Similarly, a carburetor associated with a high level of EFI-
related inventive activity is more likely to be equipped with FFS than is a carburetor
associated with a low level of EFl-related inventive activity. However, the relationship
between EFI-related inventive activity and likelihood of use of FFS in a carburetor is not
linear—a carburetor associated with a high level of EFI-related inventive activity is less
likely to be equipped with FFS than is a carburetor associated with a medium level of
carburetor EFI-related inventive activity.®

The estimate of the effect of carburetor-related inventive activity was positive in

the previous specification but, at high patenting levels, is negative in this specification.
Here, an increase from low to high carburetor-related inventive activity associated with a
given carburetor makes it less likely that that carburetor will be equipped with FFS. This
indicates that in the previous probit, the positive relationship at low patenting levels
drove the positive estimate in the previous specification.

As a final robustness test, | estimate a probit with carburetor firm random effects

instead of adjusting the standard errors for clustering on groups of company types. These

® The categories are “Japanese,” “American Supplier,” “American Carmaker,” and “European”
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results are reported in column 3.11 in Table 6. The estimates are similar to those in the
clustered-standard-errors probit, except that the medium level of carburetor-related
patenting is now significantly negative.

In light of the results in the previous section, in which I found that high EFI-
related R&D activity yielded larger impact for FFS technology, these results present an
interesting puzzle. Perhaps R&D-intensive firms choose to adapt these future
technologies less often, but do a better job of it when they do. This distinction between
the impact of R&D experience on the firm’s ability to discern opportunities and on the

firm’s ability to exploit new technologies is a topic for later research.

6.3 Relatedness of Technologies: Preliminary Results
The results in this paper support the hypotheses that experience working with next-
generation technology makes the transfer of next-generation-derived components to
current-generation products both more likely and better. One might reasonably ask
whether experience working with any future technology increases the likelihood and
value of these intergenerational technology transfers. My preliminary attempt to address
this question is to identify a technology— semiconductors—that is plausibly but distantly
related to FFS electronics. Although semi-conductor technology is reasonably related to
FFS technology (FFS electronics are based on semiconductors, many of which were
custom made for automotive applications), it is more distantly related than is EFIl. Thus |
expect that the impact of semiconductor-related inventive activity experience on the
application of FFS to carburetors will be smaller than is the impact of EFl-related
inventive activity experience. To address this question, in regressions 3.12 through 3.15
in Table 7 I include variables that measure the level of semiconductor patenting
associated with each car model.

The regression results show that semiconductor-related absorptive capacity has a
significant impact on carburetor performance. In regression 3.12 in Table 7,

semiconductor patenting positively affects old-fashioned, non-FFS-equipped carburetor
MPG—the estimate of the ChipPatents coefficient is .012. However, semiconductor

patenting negatively affects the MPG of FFS-equipped carburetors. These results hold

when the semiconductor patenting variable is discretized and year and carburetor
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company fixed effects are included (regression 3.13 in Table 7), at least at the medium
level of semiconductor patenting.

The carburetor firm patent counts in Table 3 show that one firm, Hitachi, was an
EFI-patenting outlier. To account for the possibility that the inclusion of Hitachi’s
semiconductor patents is driving the results, | exclude Hitachi from regression 3.14 in
Table 7. 1 reassign the bin values for “Low,” “Medium,” and “High” semiconductor
patenting because Hitachi was the sole occupant of the “High” category in regressions

3.12 and 3.13. The previously significant effects of semiconductor patenting experience

no longer have a significant effect on old-fashioned-or FFS-equipped-carburetor
performance. One possible interpretation of these results is that R&D experience must be
sufficiently closely related to the technologies from which firms will adapt components

for use in their current products. This question will be addressed in future research.

7 Discussion and Conclusion

The psychological and organizational mechanisms that lead to absorptive capacity
are well understood. But we are less sure of what it means for a product to “absorb” a
new technology. In other work, | showed that components from next-generation
technologies can be adapted for use in current-generation-technology products in a way
that increases the current-generation-technology product’s performance. 1 also found a
result suggestive of the idea that firms that made rather than bought a new technology,
EFI, were able to wring more performance out of FFS when it was applied to carburetors.
In this paper, | empirically test two hypotheses related to the question of whether

absorptive capacity leads to transfers from next-generation technologies to current-

generation-technology products. | also propose that absorptive capacity’s effects are

limited in scope to technologies sufficiently related to the transfer.

| find that absorptive capacity related to the next generation of technology, as
measured by patenting activity, increases the likelihood that a firm will transfer next-
generation technology to current-generation-technology products. 1 also find that this

absorptive capacity increases the efficiency with which a next-generation-technology is

transferred to the current-generation-technology products. Finally, I find evidence that
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suggests that those inventive activities must be sufficiently closely related to the current-

generation-technology products for them to impact absorption of the next-generation-

technology component.
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Table 1: Automobile Model Carburetor Observations by Carburetor Manufacturer

Carburetor N in Manuals & Percent
Manufacturer in EPA Data
Aisan 259 8.6

Carter/ ACF 750 24.8

Ford / Motorcraft 129 4.3
Hitachi 321 10.6
Holley / Colt 94 3.1

Weber 215 7.1

Keihin 140 4.6

Mikuni 205 6.8

Nikki 6 0.2

GM / Rochester 907 30.0
Total 3,026 100.0

Table 2: Automobile Model Observations by Model Year
Model Nin N in EPA &

Year EPA Data in Patent Data
1979 438 228

1980 564 370

1981 542 415

1982 633 480

1983 637 453

1984 378 279

1985 448 330

1986 322 217

1987 207 140

1988 96 64
1989 59 31
1990 24 12
1991 15 3
1992 11 4

Total 4374 3026

Table 3: Patents By Carburetor Manufacturer and Category, Summed Over Years

Carburetor  EFI  Carburetor  Semiconductor
Manufacturer Category Category Category
Aisan 119 358 131

Carter/ ACF 0 306 O

Ford / Motorcraft 125 549 2406

Hitachi 542 662 25,751

Holley / Colt 78 211 O

Weber 114 117 6



Keihin 0 3 0

Mikuni 21 111 O
Nikki 0 0 0
GM / Rochester 860 860f 1780

1978-1992 annual counts summed. Annual counts include cita-tion weighted patents in

five-year window of interest.

TGM’s EFI patents coincidentally sum to the same number as do its carburetor patents.
Table 4: OLS: Patenting’s Effect on Efficacy of FFS Spillover

Dep. Var.: MPG 1)
FFS 30.134 -4.832

2 6 @
49.072 10.036

(159.188)  (145.253)  (146.094)  (1.872)**

EFIPatents -0.001

(0.004)
FFS*EFIPatents 0.010
(0.006)+
EFIPatentsMedium -0.283 -0.751 -1.199
(0.290) (0.282)** (0.303)**
FFS*EFIPatentsMedium 0.193 0.090 1.011
(0.426) (0.417) (0.458)*
EFIPatentsHigh -0.451 -1.332 -0.935
(0.398) (0.534)* (0.641)
FFS*EFIPatentsHigh 1.801 2.019 2.125
(0.540)** (0.509)** (0.597)**
CarbPatents 0.014
(0.003)**
FFS*CarbPatents -0.006
(0.005)
CarbPatentsMedium 0.793 1.256 0.706
(0.297)** (0.231)** (0.245)**
FFS*CarbPatentsMedium -0.260 -0.589 -0.387
(0.310) (0.311)+ (0.324)
CarbPatentsHigh 1.674 1.657 1.812
(0.280)** (0.431)** (0.445)**
FFS*CarbPatentsHigh -0.138 0.088 -0.449
(0.501) (0.519) (0.555)

ModelYear 0.603 0.621 0.654
(0.055)** (0.050)** (0.048)**
FFS*ModelYear -0.010 0.008 -0.020
(0.080) (0.073) (0.074)
Tons -9.059 -9.050 -8.136 -8.452

(0.387)**  (0.394)**  (0.379)**  (0.379)**

FFS*Tons -7.029 -7.097 -6.173 -5.341

(0.684)**  (0.686)**  (0.654)**  (0.653)**

EngineLiters -0.447 -0.502 -0.063 -0.022
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(0.271)** (0.271)** (0.277) (0.277)
FFS*EngineLiters  1.681 1.747 1.599 1.454

(0.256)** (0.256)** (0.245)** (0.244)**
AutoTrans  -1.453 -1.432 -1.326 -1.290

(0.151)** (0.152)** (0.143)** (0.141)**
FFS*AutoTrans 0.282 0.235 0.104 -0.098

(0.241) (0.242) (0.228) (0.226)
Horsepower -0.043 -0.040 -0.045 -0.041

(0.005)** (0.006)** (0.006)** (0.005)**
FFS*Horsepower -0.030 -0.036 -0.039 -0.044

(0.008)** (0.008)** (0.008)** (0.008)**

Fixed Effects CarbFirm CarbFirm
ModelYear
Constant -1,149.343  -1,185.227 -1,253.961 39.959

(107.962)**  (99.293)**  (94.675)**  (0.521)**
Observations 3025 3025 3025 3025
R-squared 0.84157 0.84293 0.63546 0.65016

Robust standard errors in parentheses; + significant at 10%; * significant at 5%;

** significant at 1%.

Table 5: OLS: Patenting’s Effect on Efficacy of Carburetor MPG (Restricted to Cars
Equipped with FFS)

Dep. Var.: MPG (5) (6) ) (8)

ModelYear 0.593 0.629 0.453

EFlIPatents  (0.064)** 0.009 (0.058)** (0.066)**

EFIPatentsMedium  (0.005)+ -0.089 0.533 1.831

EFIPatentsHigh CarbPatents 0.008 (0.340) 1.350 (0.397)** (0.503) 2.324
(0.803)** (0.549)** 4.084 (0.889)**

CarbPatentsMedium (0.004)+ 0.533 -0.051 -0.615

CarbPatentsHigh Tons -16.088 (0.261)* 1.536 (0.451)** -16.147  (0.338)
1.215 (0.530)* -14.393 (0.372)+ 1.200 (0.558)* -13.987

EngineLiters AutoTrans (0.614)** 1.234 (0.207)** -1.171  (0.611)** 1.246
(0.207)** -1.197 (0.607)** 1.589 (0.218)** -1.386  (0.600)** 1.454 (0.219)** -
1.548

Horsepower Fixed Effects  (0.204)** -0.073 (0.007)** (0.204)** -0.076 (0.007)**

(0.197)** -0.084 (0.007)** CarbFirm (0.195)** -0.083 (0.007)**
CarbFirm
ModelYear
Constant -1,119.208  -1,190.059  -843.571 47.542

(127.438)**  (115.274)** (131.496)** (2.193)**
Observations 1237 1237 1237 1237
R-squared 0.82708 0.82926 0.58898 0.61101

Robust standard errors in parentheses; + significant at 10%; * significant at 5%; **

significant at 1%.
Table 6: Probit: Patenting’s Effect on Likelihood of FFS Use on Given Carburetor
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FFS=1(91) (10tt) (111t1)
EFlPatents  -0.002

EFIPatentsMedium  (0.001) 1.329 1.541
EFIPatentsHigh CarbPatents 0.008 (0.206)** 0.634 (0.185)**  (0.166)** 0.944
(0.118)**

CarbPatentsMedium (0.001)** -0.397 -0.700
CarbPatentsHigh ModelYear 0.489 (0.528) -1.051 (0.529)* (0.073)** -1.195
(0.141)**
YearRange86t092 Tons (0.021)** -2.319 1.031 (0.611)+ -1.585 1.061
(0.086)** -1.711
EngineL.iters AutoTrans (0.165)** 0.764 (0.064)** 0.302 (0.346)** 0.457
(0.143)** 0.189 (0.172)** 0.326 (0.065)** 0.228
Horsepower Constant (0.058)** -0.013 (0.002)** -967.722 (0.198) -0.008 (0.002)**
1.811 (0.055)** -0.008 (0.002)** 2.707

(42.053)**  (0.743)* (0.190)**
Observations 3025 3025 3025

tStandard errors in parentheses; + significant at 10%; * significant at 5%; ** significant
at 1%.

tTStandard errors adjusted for clustering on carburetor com-pany type;

tttIncludes carburetor firm random effects;

Table 7: OLS: Patenting’s Effect on Efficacy of FFS Spillover (Semiconductor Patenting)

Dep. Var.: MPG 1) (12 (13)
FFS -96.843 11.126 11.777

(162.965) (1.962)**  (1.974)**
EFlIPatents  -0.004

(0.004)
FFS*EFIPatents 0.015
(0.006)*
EFIPatentsMedium -1.159 -1.137
(0.305)** (0.299)**
FFS*EFIPatentsMedium 1.196 2.078
(0.499)* (0.722)**
EFIPatentsHigh -0.385 -1.046
(0.656) (0.776)
FFS*EFIPatentsHigh 1.708 3.012

(0.597)** (0.866)**
CarbPatents 0.012

(0.003)**
FFES*CarbPatents -0.001
(0.005)
CarbPatentsMedium 0.204 0.449
(0.260) (0.239)+
FFS*CarbPatentsMedium 0.620 0.531
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(0.373)+ (0.348)
CarbPatentsHigh 1.835 2.734
(0.450)** (0.629)**
FFS*CarbPatentsHigh -0.147 -0.873
(0.565) (0.873)
ChipPatents  0.001
(0.000)**
FFS*ChipPatents -0.002
(0.000)**

ChipPatentsMedium 4.367 0.000
(1.557)** (0.000)
FFS*ChipPatentsMedium -3.028 -0.709
(0.464)** (0.665)

ChipPatentsHigh 0.000 1.507
(0.000) (2.408)
FFS*ChipPatentsHigh 2.576 -1.052
(1.691) (2.536)

ModelYear  0.597
(0.054)**
FFS*ModelYear 0.054
(0.082)
Fixed Effects CarbFirm CarbFirm
ModelYear  ModelYear
Constant -1,138.185  39.148 38.189

(107.620)** (0.550)**  (0.533)**

Observations 3025 3025 2704
R-squared 0.84280 0.65585 0.68337

Robust standard errors in parentheses; + significant at 10%; * signif-
icant at 5%; ** significant at 1%.

Variables Tons, EngineL.iters, AutoTrans, and Horsepower included
in regressions but not reported for space considerations.
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